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Questions  
 
Back in February 2019 Wiltshire Council acknowledged a Climate Emergency and 

pledged to make the County of Wiltshire carbon neutral by 2030.  

As the February motion stated, this will need ‘bold climate action by Wiltshire 

Council’ which demonstrates ‘real leadership’.   

Please can WC indicate how this will affect their decision making in relation to 

sustainable aspects of current and future development proposals being put forward: 

a) To what standards will housing be built?  Core Policy 41 does not mandate the 

highest standards in the design and energy efficiency of new homes.  Will these 

now be insisted upon? 

b) What renewable energy will be generated on site? 

c) Transport emissions make up over a quarter of greenhouse gas emissions in the 

UK and have been increasing.   

i. What steps will be mandated to ensure that developments play their part in 

reducing transport emissions?   

ii. Improvements to many walking and cycling routes, with associated 

crossing points, are needed to allow safe access to town centres and key 

destinations.  Will these improvements be made a requirement for 

developments in order to provide people with real alternatives to the 

private car? 

iii. We have had the unfortunate situation at both Longhedge and St Peter’s 

Place on the outskirts of Salisbury that major new developments have 

been allowed to proceed without any walking and cycling links to adjacent 

destinations being provided.  Can we be assured that safe routes to key 

destinations will be provided prior to occupation of the first property for 

current and future developments?  

iv. How will bus travel, car share and alternative modes of travel be 

incentivised? 

v. What proportion of car parking spaces will have electric charging points?  

 
 
Responses 
 
 



a) House building standards are largely dealt with by building regulations not 

by planning applications and are a separate matter which would be dealt 

with separately under building regulations if planning permission were 

granted. 

 

b) The applicants are not proposing any renewable energy on site. 

c) i.     In this case walking and cycling routes out of the site towards Salisbury 

are to be provided. The bus service will be extended. A shop and a school 

will be provided on site and a Country Park that will provide recreational 

opportunities and reduce the need to travel have all been provided. Cycle 

stores are to be provided to the houses. 

c) ii. There is an existing three metre wide cycle/footpath at the front of the site 

and as part of the adjacent Harnham Business Park development it is a 

requirement to put in a crossing across Netherhampton road. 

c) iii. There is an existing 3M wide footpath at the front of the site suitable for 

pedestrians and cyclists which will be available immediately towards 

Harnham. An additional cycle and footpath to the adjacent business 

park/housing site will be available as the two developments are completed. 

c) iv. A residential travel plan is proposed as part of this development along with 

an extension to the R5 bus service. 

c) v. Condition 31 in the officer’s report requires a scheme of ultra low Energy 

vehicle infrastructure to be submitted the proportion of parking spaces to 

receive electric points will be decided through that if planning permission is 

granted. 

31) No development shall commence on site until a scheme of Ultra Low 

Energy Vehicle infrastructure has been submitted to the LPA. The scheme 

must be approved by the LPA prior to implementation and thereafter be 

permanently retained. 

Reason: Core Policy55; Development proposals, which by virtue of their 

scale, nature or location are likely to exacerbate existing areas of poor air 

quality, will need to demonstrate that measures can be taken to effectively 

mitigate emission levels in order to protect public health, environmental 

quality and amenity.  

Air quality betterment achieved through mitigation must be demonstrated 

quantitatively or qualitatively within 6 months of the development’s 

completion. 

 

 


